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members of the house on both sides of the aisle responding to mr livingston's surprising announcement and 
thereafter the chair had a hard time maintaining law and order on the floor of the house because members 
their staffs were huddling around inside the chamber outside of the speaker's lobby talking about what had 
happened what is happening right now it appears that the motion to table the democrat century resolution is 
winning you can see the count there 223 and 196 the democrats and we'll continue to watch that bob 
livingston is on the lips of everybody in this town and across the country cnn's frank sesno now has some 
information that takes us behind the scenes what led up to this frank well very interesting bernie uh what led 
up to this of course was that livingston was starting to see an erosion in his base he was starting to hear 
some from some very conservative members and others who said that his admissions of marital infidelity 
simply were not tolerable he was sensing that this was going to be a much more difficult battle than he than 
he thought and that this was not going to be something he'd be able to get out of very easily but i want to 
give you some additional detail about what happened after he spoke there because it's quite interesting 
talking to some people who were there after he spoke first of all you heard the booze after he called for the 
resignation of the president but there were some other cat calls from some of the democrats apparently that 
we couldn't hear off uh through the microphones uh just as he started getting into the personal aspect of his 
speech and you saw him hold up his hand as if you know he knew what he was going to say then after he 
called for the resignation of the president there was a democrat don't have a name but that's what i'm told 
comes from the democratic side of the aisle it stands to stands to reason you could hear it very faintly who 
said you resign again he held up his hand and pushed on at the end of that speech he stayed in the chamber 
for about 15 minutes he was greeted and and congratulated in a peculiar sense really by a number of 
members many republicans 
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by a number of members many republicans now saying in the words of one it's the most honorable move in 
the history of congress some calling on him to reconsider but fundamentally uh he has made his decision 
and made it made it be known after he delivered that speech bernie he went back to his office in the 
appropriations committee after about 15 minutes or so and just gathered his staff and gathered his thoughts 
and frank uh dick gephardt the democrats leader in the house got on the telephone call the white house 
talked to the president and they concluded that they the democrats should come out and urge that mr 
livingston to reconsider we saw white house press secretary joe lockhart come out to the lobby rather to the 
driveway and make that announcement and this is what he said i've just come from talking to the president i 
assume that you'd all want some reaction from him and and i have that i think the president is very 
disappointed with the news he's heard from the capitol today he likes and respects representative livingston 
he's enjoyed working with him he thought he was enabled chairman of the appropriations committee over the 


last four years and he looked forward to working with him on a bipartisan basis over the next two years to 
push an agenda for america forward as you all know the president has always spoken out in very forceful 
terms about the politics of personal destruction whether it's directed against a democrat or whether it's 
directed against a republican i believe the president firmly believes that the politics of personal destruction in 
this town in this country has to come to an end and it has to stop soon and in that spirit the president's wish 
is that representative livingston would recon to reconsider the decision he announced on the floor today 
livingston called him the president to reside uh the president uh as we said is is going to do 
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going to do what's in the best interests of this country he's going to keep on pushing his agenda forward and 
i think that it would be wrong to give in to this insidious politics of personal to destruction which seems so 
pervasive in this town now i i i don't uh think he's had a chance to talk about it apparently livingston thinks it's 
it's a lot of stuff that's coming out more uh intrusive and i mean he feels it's the best thing for him to do why 
would the president want him to put himself through that well i think that uh as i've said here uh the politics of 
personal destruction needs to stop we we need to stop playing these kinds of games in washington you 
know the president has talked about this for years and he believes uh that it needs to stop and his wish is 
that representative livingston would reconsider thank you and just a button up our white house 
correspondent john king sends word as does uh bob franken on the hill why is the white house doing this 
why is the president wanting to see mr livingston stay in as speaker well the democrats are very concerned 
that there might become a momentum that could swell in the senate if the speaker elect resign why not the 
president but that is the rationale behind this and that's why the democrats came out now to the business at 
hand on the floor the motion to table the democrat century resolution has lost right now we see the vote at 
230 years meaning it's a vote against censure and 204 nays jeff greenfield right to just be really technical 
about it well be technical okay this is a well see what a law school diploma can do for you this is a motion to 
table congressman gephardt's appeal of the of the chair's ruling that the censor motion is not germane but 
you're quite right in effect this was the censure vote 230 agreed with the idea get rid of the sensor motion 
let's go right to impeachment 
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motion let's go right to impeachment that includes four democrats presumably and i can only say presumably 
those may be the four democrats who have announced for impeachment and two republicans joined the 
democrats here is ray lahood a motion to reconsider is laid upon the table the question has been divided has 
been divided for a vote the question is on adoption the adoption of articles you see the democrats now 
beginning to quietly walk out those opposed will say no the eyes have it speaker gentleman from wisconsin 
and the a's and nays all in favor of the a's and nays will rise and remain standing a sufficient number having 
arisen the yeas and nays are ordered this will be a 15 minute vote this is the first of four votes on four articles 
of impeachment as bernie just said it appears democrats were walking out although it's a little difficult to see 
you can see the right side of the chamber as our camera looks down on the house chamber is the majority 
side you can see that's where most of the members are congregated the left side's empty now we're showing 
you outside the capitol uh where the democrats are coming out bob franken well they're doing this during the 
vote on the first article of impeachment so we know that they have well he said 15 minutes 17 minutes to 
hold their demonstration obviously what they're doing here as we were told ahead of time they're walking out 
very brief period of time to express their protest over the entire proceeding specifically their protest at not 
getting the chance to have censure considered on the floor this is going to be just a way of attracting 
attention to the complaint that they've made they believe it's a very politically powerful one they have 
participated in this impeachment discussion quote under protest 
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under protest they're just giving us a visible sign of that you will notice of course that it is very much in 
camera bob does this look like all the democrats all 205 of them uh well i'm not going to be able to i guess 
that would be 410 legs divided by two i guess the one question i would have is whether the four who are part 
of the who are part of the group that's supporting impeachment would be joining i suspect the answer is no 
so let's go and say there are perhaps 201 of them maybe 200. is dick gephart going to say something to 
them dick geppert is going to be making a statement uh perhaps you can see he is leading the group right 
now there's a very much of a carnival atmosphere here which is a stark contrast to the serious matter at 
hand the democrats are walking past you can hear and see this waving to the crowd there are hundreds and 
hundreds of people who came to the lawn here at the capitol to watch history being made many of them as 
you can easily tell are supporters of the democrats who are cheering them all on as they head to their very 
important spot the democrats do the camera where gephardt will be able to make his comment now they've 
got to do all this and time to get back and vote on a pizza that's what we're doing ah we are deeply offended 
by this process it was partisan and unfair 
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it was partisan and unfair censure was the only bipartisan solution to this sad chapter in our history it should 
have been considered as an alternative we walked out to demonstrate our deep displeasure with the action 
of the majority party they disregarded the clear will of the majority of the american people dave bonyer the 
american people sent a very clear message this november they want president clinton to continue to do the 
job that they elected him to do and this congress is ignoring the wishes of the american people let me tell you 
people are angry they are frustrated they are bewildered they want to know why a rump in this congress 
want to hijack the election and take away the right of the american people to have their president represent 
them this house is out of touch it is out of control and it is so consumed that they have just denied us a 
chance to vote on the one option the one option that commands the support of the american people and that 
is censure these partisans proceedings have made a mockery of the constitutional process we are here to 
say that we will not give up we will fight on we have values that we're defending here in terms of a decent 
education and health care and we will not let them hijack those policies and negate the most important part 
of our democracy the right to cast your vote at the ballot in the ballot we've heard uh from two uh democrats 
the 
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we've heard uh from two uh democrats the minority leader dick gephardt and from david bonyer of michigan 
bob franken we it sounded as if there were people applauding uh we couldn't get a look at how big a crowd 
there was outside about everybody who was on the lawn running around us uh just a moment ago surged 
over to the area let me tell you where we were and where they were we are at the elmtree site it's called it's 
an area where broadcasters operate it's on the lawn they went over to what's called the triangle so named 
because it's a little three-sided patch of grass and they went to a place where in fact cameras could 
broadcast live and now they're heading back they made their point you can probably them see them raising 
their hands in triumph although they're coming out to complain about a defeat on the floor and they're going 
back now to the very very serious business of considering impeachment article 1 is the matter that's being 
decided on the house floor right now and uh by all accounts that's the strongest count of impeachment the 
one that is considered most likely to win that is the one that charges that president clinton perjured himself 
before the grand jury on august 17th article two comes up after that that's perjury alleged in the paula jones 
case article 3 obstruction of justice and article 4 the abuse of office charge which is based on the president's 
81 answers that he provided to congress so all of this now is coming to a head in a day that can only be 
described using words like bizarre like nothing any of us has ever seen judy a remarkable picture bob uh 
these democrats uh moving and mass up the steps of the capital uh with the clock showing a little more than 
eight minutes left to vote on the first of these articles of impeachment we did hear bob there were some boos 
in the crowd so presumably it's not uh not just a bunch of democrats outside no as a matter of fact i'm quite 


quite uh it's quite unusual to me that it's been as friendly as it has around here because there are any 
number of people who are carrying impeach clinton signs others who are carrying signs that say such things 
as impeach the republicans of 
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things as impeach the republicans of congress i mean there are two sides represented here and for the most 
part it's been very very friendly i think due in great measure to the fact that there are an awful lot of 
policemen around here bob as we watch these democrats stream back in at least some of them it looks like 
a few of them jerry nadler and some others are there turning around to look back at the crowd will we see a 
pretty rapid succession of votes here will there be any more parliamentary moves or anything else to 
interrupt the flow of business at this point or is it four articles four votes and then they're out of here is that 
what we're looking at well i don't expect that we're going to see any more parliamentary impediments to the 
votes on articles of impeachment i think that there's going to be a view as they go back in that this is a very 
very serious historic circumstance and i think that they're going to stop that that is not the end of the 
legislative day one of the other things that they have to vote on is the appointment of the managers of 
impeachment that is the team of in effect prosecutors that will follow henry hyde the judiciary chairman 
they're going to be 13 and all who are the ones whose job it is is to prosecute the case when it goes across 
the capitol building to the senate side to the trial which uh if the president was convicted in that trial would 
result in his removal of course there are an awful lot of things that can happen between now and then that as 
a matter of fact is where many people believe it is more appropriate to talk about censure to talk about what 
amounts to a plea bargain in the context of a trial well certainly henry hyde the chairman of the house 
judiciary committee felt that way earlier when he went to the well of the floor and he described censure as 
being in his words uh that is impeachment light censuring the president is not a function permitted in this 
chamber maybe across the rotunda mr hyatt said across the rotunda correspondent candy crowley bernie 
sitting here watching and remembering uh what a lot of people that are outside this business and outside the 
business of politics uh 
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of politics uh are saying to me and one is that they can't figure out whether this is like a historic drama or a 
three-ring circus and i think what we have here is the answer and it's both inside the chamber you have an 
article of impeachment being brought against the president being voted on outside you have a collection of 
all the democrats who are going to vote against that article around the microphones and all of these people 
with signs talking to a couple people as we stand out here because they go by and uh they're holding their 
signs i'm told that there was a three-hour wait today for those who wanted to get into the actual gallery and 
see history unfold or watch the circus whichever one you want to call it i suppose part of the long wait was 
due to the extra security precautions up there in the hill there are indeed uh extra security precautions up 
here but those have been in place for a couple of reasons you you remember we had the tragic shooting of 
two policemen up here and and security has been heightened since then this has been more about uh 
fences to kind of keep people away from the front of the building but really basically people can go pretty 
freely in and out of the building they just can't get into the gallery uh quite as quickly candy have you heard of 
any initial senate preparations uh and the senate side i know that uh the senate majority leader and minority 
leader tom daschle the democratic leader trent loth the republican leader have uh talked to each other in 
person and on the phone about what if and uh we're very close to now what and uh now what is that uh there 
is an agreement by both men that a trial of some sort and of some duration will have to take place uh there 
will be things that take place before that but both agree that a trial under the constitution is what's warranted 
here and what in fact must take place that doesn't mean that there won't be many people out and about in 
the senate trying to put together some kind of deal there is initially going to be a uh sort of a mini book uh 
that the democrats uh and the republicans will circulate among their members uh which will tell them okay 
here's what you can expect and here's how this is 
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you can expect and here's how this is supposed to go and in the meantime both trent lott and tom daschle 
have spent the past week or so reaching out to their members to try to get a sense of things remember 
they're scattered to the four winds so it takes a while to do that candy it's jeff greenfield are the democrats 
planning to take any uh comfort or make any political point out of the narrowness of the margin uh it appears 
it's going to article one may pass by about 10 or 11 votes to spare is there any argument that you think 
they're going to make that that proves the partisan nature that it was lame ducks that provided the difference 
i'm not sure what you know how on the senate side they'll feel about the lame duck and i'm not sure they'll 
they'll take to that argument but they're they're certainly going to continue over here uh what you have been 
listening to on the house side and that is this is partisan and this is unfair and i think you'll hear that but as 
you well know jeff um the senators is full of 100 people all of whom think they could be president and all of 
whom have their own minds and i think you will see more crossover here but i don't know if it will change the 
mix i think you will see some republicans who maybe will want to work a deal and i think you're going to see 
some democrats who maybe think that a trial ought to go through it who might in fact vote for the ouster of 
the president so i suspect that there will be a little more bipartisanship but probably not much for the first time 
in 130 years on the floor of the house of representatives there is a vote to impeach a sitting president they're 
voting on article one with less than three minutes remaining in this vote and bernie at this point there are 
three votes shy and we have every reason to expect it's at 2 17 and at 2 18 when that number comes up 
here it is there it is president william jefferson clinton is now the second president in the history of the united 
states to be impeached by the house of representatives the members having voted on the first article 
declaring that the president committed 
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declaring that the president committed perjury before a grand jury and on this lip quivering afternoon we go 
to john king at the white house bernie inside there watching this vote they knew the president would be 
impeached but still this is stunning for everyone here at the white house to see as they ponder this they don't 
have much time to reflect much time to air their sadness already there they are preparing for the senate 
strategy as they call it here at the white house we will see the president later today about an hour or so we're 
told with many of those same house democrats we just saw on capitol hill they will make the argument that 
this is a republican vote largely a republican vote to evict from the white house a president twice elected by 
the american people the president himself we're told will appeal that it's time to end all this time not to carry 
this over to the senate for a trial that could last four five or six months he will once again make an appeal for 
a bipartisan compromise and leave it to the democratic house members to be much more partisan and 
essentially accuse the republicans of trying to undo the last two presidential elections most of all though right 
now as people inside the white house watch these screens a realization that their president the man they 
work for now the second president in the history of the united states to be impeached by the house of 
representatives john king let's look at this tote board now and analyze the white house effort to try to sway 
moderates right now the boat stands at 219 for and on the no side five republicans sided with the democrats 
looking closer at the democratic column 199 democrats voting against impeachment of course but five 
democrats crossing over to the republicans this has broken down just as the vote counters in both parties 
had predicted it would in these last 72 hours as the undecideds have made their view their views more clear 
democrats said they would lose five no more than seven votes it looks like they will be right in that margin 
republicans said they would lose five no more than seven votes 
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more than seven votes so very strictly a party line vote here that will help the democratic argument the white 
house says that this is a republican push to impeach this president and remove him from office the climate 
tends to be much different in the senate a much less partisan atmosphere although this debate has polarized 
both parties in washington we know one of the reasons the first lady was invited by the democrats to come to 
capitol hill this morning was to urge democrats to support her husband try to keep the number of democratic 
defections to a minimum we're told by our sources that at one point during the caucus she recalled her own 
experience working for the watergate impeachment committee said that that process was a lot more fair than 


this one and one congressman quoted the first lady said quote we can't let them impeach our ideas so 
certainly the first lady of the united states casting this as a battle pitting her husband and the democrats 
against the republicans there are as you can see by this tally two democrats not voting we can tell you very 
quickly who they are representative george miller of california is recovering from hip replacement surgery 
he's not there to make the vote and representative tom allen of maine has a somewhat more pleasant 
conflict his daughter's getting married so two democrats not casting a vote but you take those votes away 
and as uh bernie and john are just commenting the republicans have prevailed 228 to 205 with four with five 
democrats voting with the republicans and five republicans voting with the democrats wolf blitzer judy uh our 
colleague chris black has just spoken with joe lockhart at the white house press secretary who says he will 
absolutely have no comment on this vote to impeach president clinton he's going to wait until president 
clinton himself addresses us presumably in the next hour or so when the democratic house leadership gather 
here at the white house for this event the president is now in the residence behind me uh presumably he was 
watching we don't know for sure but uh we will have to wait from 
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wait from to hear from the president directly to get his reaction to this historic moment wolf blitzer at the white 
house jeff greenfield and professor michael gerhart take a look at these numbers and realize the 
fundamental reason that we're here today if 12 more republicans according to these numbers had shifted 
and changed their votes the impeachment article one would have failed by one vote it was the white house's 
belief all along they could get northeastern republicans some of them some of the people who would openly 
express doubt about impeachment and the fact that only five republicans went over is that is the basic 
reason why the president of the united states now stands impeached it was a fundamental miscalculation 
about where these moderate republicans might wind up let's listen to ray lahood announce the result to 
reconsider is laid upon the table the question is on the adoption of article two so many house will be in order 
the question is on adoption of article two those in favor will say aye those opposed will say no the eyes have 
it mr speaker on that i demand the a's and nays all in favor the a's and nays will rise if sufficient number 
having arisen the a's and nays are ordered this will be a 15-minute vote by electronic device on article 2. 
what the members will now convince to vote on is article two of these four articles of impeachment this is the 
article that states the president provided perjurious false and misleading testimony as part of the paula jones 
civil rights action brought before him specifically it says the president 
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the president that he provided this testimony in the paula jones case with his responses to written questions 
and in his deposition and before i go to bob frank and i want to make a correction and an apology i was going 
by a report we had from last night that said that uh representative tom allen of maine was going to be 
attending his daughter's wedding i am now told that he was here to vote instead presumably the wedding 
was postponed or maybe he's not there bob franken well uh the one article of impeachment that's being 
voted on now is considered one of the weaker ones it's going to be interesting to see if this prevails article 1 
the one that just passed was considered the strongest charge against president clinton because it had to do 
with lying before the grand jury under oath article 2 has to do with perjury committed in the pursuit of the 
paulo jones case and there you run into the question of materiality and i'll leave it to michael to explain that 
from black's law dictionary but of course it's based on the fact that the paula jones case was ultimately 
dismissed and the argument would be that because of that the perjury was not as easy to prove not as 
serious it'll be most interesting to see if this one prevails and if the fourth article prevails those are the two 
weaker ones well clearly michael gerhart is more than able and willing and ready to explain that if you so 
choose and then i have an historical question for you okay well thanks for your confidence bob um the um 
the question of materiality essentially boils down to uh the following that um the testimony or the lying under 
oath would have been material if it could have affected or would have affected the outcome of the case that's 
the test of materiality historically speaking i'm thinking that 130 years ago no radios no television few 
newspapers it took weeks for people to learn of impeachment here in washington and hear zap around the 
world the whole world knows it well yes although 
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it well yes although to be fair people certainly did pay a lot of attention to the johnson impeachment trial or i 
should say the house's action with respect to president johnson and it was covered thoroughly in all the 
newspapers although i think we should note a couple differences one of the critical differences is that 
president johnson was enormously unpopular and in fact the people of the united states uh by and large 
favored his impeachment and that gave his impeachment proceedings a whole different dynamic than the 
one we see before us you're already seeing uh as we keep an eye on the tally board a few more republicans 
appear to be voting against this article uh then voted against article one you you had five republicans voting 
against article one at this point and the vote is only half not even halfway through only a few minutes 
underway already 12 republicans are casting a vote against well this is the point that if you remember if you 
were watching the house judiciary committee when lindsey graham conservative south carolina was the one 
party member of either party to break ranks when he voted against article two for the for the reasons 
basically that michael gerhart has outlined the judge dismissed the case said that clinton's testimony wasn't 
material at any event and it just seemed to to some people on the republican side weaker than the no 
questions asked lying in front of a grand jury where there's no question about the importance of that so we've 
already now have 16 republicans uh who have broken ranks and are voting against this article and uh this 
one you know this one may well fail and to remind everyone of course the obvious it only takes one article of 
impeachment passed by the house for sitting president to be impeached and president clinton has been so 
impeached and to trigger a trial uh in the united states senate bernie we might note that the language in 
these articles is is pretty rough i'm just rereading here uh part of this article in which it says and in violation of 
its constitutional duty to take care that the laws be faithfully executed has 
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that the laws be faithfully executed has willfully corrupted and manipulated the judicial process of the united 
states for his personal gain and exoneration impeding the administration of justice are you going to take it 
quickly now to baghdad correspondent christian amen ford we're hearing now anti-aircraft artillery fire from 
close to our positions here in baghdad we have not heard what we would have expected to have heard and 
that is the sound of incoming attacks we're simply hearing over the last few minutes anti-aircraft artillery 
opening up in various parts of this city and we can see the sky fairly lit up with the sight of tracer bullets the 
red you can see there or you can see the sparklings on your nightscope camera that we're broadcasting we 
have as i said just hearing the sound of outgoing fire and not incoming we are not sure whether there will be 
any sustained attack like there was last night in the previous nights on baghdad but we can say that the 
iraqis here are responding in any event to something with their anti-aircraft guns christian what christiane 
what can you tell us about uh the iraqi government through its vice president uh a short while ago indicating 
that iraq regards onscom as finished done well the vice president uh ramadan gave a very very impassioned 
and angry press conference in which he was asked about anscombe the weapons inspection commission 
and he said the issue of unscom quote is now in the 
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the issue of unscom quote is now in the past and i quote again the commission of spies is now in the past 
anti-aircraft artillery again as you heard he also said that iraq will resist quote to the last citizen to defend its 
land its policy and its dignity now interestingly he also did admit that the attacks on iraq have cut 
communications from the southern part of iraq to the capital baghdad um and this this is what he he reported 
and this is why apparently one of the reasons why uh the leadership of iraq before the war started the day of 
the air attacks announced that they had divided iraq into four regional commands putting loyal lieutenants in 
charge of each of those regions so that they would be able to independently take care of what they called 
any resistance or any internal uprisings and disturbances internal security they they termed that as um what 
is also interesting is that we have heard over the last few hours from the british prime minister tony blair who 
announced also that british tornadoes the british fighter bombers are in action against targets in iraq today 
and he said that they have been hitting republican guard facilities in southern iraq republican guard being the 


elite forces of the iraqi regime that are now considered to be one of the key arms of keeping uh this 
government in power and also according to the united states and britain uh uh not only do they keep this uh 
government in office but quote they have their own systems of repression and that they are instrumental in 
putting together the means of concealing the weapons of mass destruction these are the words of the british 
prime minister tony blair they are emphasizing the british that 
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they are emphasizing the british that the republican guard is a key target now even though the u s officials 
are saying that the objective of this military attack is not to destabilize the iraqi regime clearly by hitting the 
republican guard and we've heard uh from the u.s chairman of the joint chiefs of staff henry shelton that 
barracks have been hit hit certainly around baghdad that there is an element clearly of going after the elite 
troops that are considered to be those that keep this government in power and that are part of the protection 
that this government relies on so this is going to be very interesting to watch and see how it develops uh the 
iraqi vice president ramadan said that in his press conference that there had been civilian casualties again i 
quote 10 times higher than military casualties although he gave no figures and that's the latest from here 
bernie okay christian we're going to keep the picture that we're getting the live picture from you and our 
troops and the cnn journalists in baghdad and come back to follow what is happening on the house floor 
before we go to our military advisor general richard neal the retired marine corps general because we want 
to put a couple questions to him about something that christiane just reported jeff greenfield and michael 
gerhart it looks like article 2 is going to go down why well for one thing 24 republicans have broken ranks and 
are voting against article two i think they they heard lindsey graham or they followed their own notion this 
was a relatively weak case uh only five democrats the same five presumably that voted for article one will 
find out later voted for article two and there are two there's a the reason that we talked about earlier is this is 
a weaker case the second thing is if you want to be political about it this provides some cover for republicans 
who can say look i'm not a relentless partisan i voted against an article i thought was weak the third and 
most ironic part of course 
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the third and most ironic part of course is without the paula jones case in the first case there would have 
been no deposition there would have been no subsequent grand jury testimony and now they have decided 
the original paula jones case deposition is too weak to support an article of impeachment but he's impeached 
anyway because of what he did in the grand jury and just to follow that up um one should not lose sight of 
the fact that we're in the midst of a political proceeding and so the articles don't have to be the votes on the 
articles don't have to be consistent as jeff pointed out the first article does make reference to false 
statements made in the paula jones case nevertheless uh the votes here um seem to be against the second 
article and so we see a kind of compromise being made by most members of the house with with respect to 
this second article the point you just made about this article giving republicans cover correspondent john king 
at the white house also ditto's that and the point being the republicans can say that this is not just about sex 
well that's right uh by the way the article two has has now failed there are now 220 votes recorded against it 
25 republicans voted against it only though only five democrats voting voting for it un and and it is indeed a 
way of saying look we told you that we weren't just talking about sex so what he did in the paula jones case 
uh we don't think he should be impeached for that but when you get to a grand jury uh you swear an oath 
that is another way to say this is something that this is about the rule of law not about some tawdry sexual 
matter but i i just have to observe very quickly that to realize the immense constitutional step we are taking 
from what was originally a case involving the governor of arkansas and a five dollar or six dollar an hour 
employee is absolutely staggering also staggering what is happening on the left side the upper side of your 
television screen about eight minutes ago correspondent christian amanpour reporting live from baghdad 
noted that iraqi anti-aircraft batteries came to life again at one point in a 


00:38:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=1Qck2L1GTHI&t=2281s 





came to life again at one point in a report there was a single shot fired from one of the batteries obviously 
trying to hit something and you can see from the tracers going up that things are still happening we'll 
continue to monitor things there general richard neal christian reported something that was very very 
interesting at a news conference earlier today baghdad time iraqi vice president taha yasin ramadan said 
that the attacks have cut communications between southern iraq and baghdad and christiane also quoted 
him as saying a bit later that civilian casualties are 10 times higher than military casualties your assessment 
as there are interesting figures that christiane gave us of course there's no way that we can corroborate 
those figures and give them any validity but i think there's something that has to make us all pause for 
concern i think the united states and the british have told us on more than one occasion that they have really 
worked to the nth degree to try to avoid any collateral damage and more specifically any civilian casualties i 
think we're gonna have to wait and sort that out as more data becomes available would you expect based on 
your sources that any attacks tonight would be less intense than they were friday night washington time i 
think what you'll see is probably less attacks in and around baghdad from my sources i think they've they've 
felt that the forces have probably attacked all of the targets in that general vicinity to the satisfaction from a 
bomb damage assessment point of view i think there's a lot more attacks going on uh either west east or 
south of baghdad and perhaps even north up near to crete we don't pick them up on our monitor but i can 
just see that from my discussions with some of these folks that there is still a full night's effort although 
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although i think it will be curtailed can i ask a question general neil yes christiane can you tell us what we're 
hearing now increasingly from the british uh side and other reports coming out of the united states that in fact 
the republican guards are a main target can you tell us what you're we're here what you know about whether 
barracks are being hit what what is happening in terms of the republican guards and targeting them and 
targeting uh soldiers in their barracks etc i think uh christiane you're you're right what you're hearing i think 
there has been a focused effort on the republican guard forces my speculation or i'm assuming from my 
studies of the area is that most likely the rationale behind hitting these barracks is number one obviously to 
deter them from protecting the regime and at the same time these are the best fed best equipped best 
housed troops but they also are the ones that seem to suffer the attacks all the time whenever in fact we go 
to a war footing or the united states goes to a war footing so i'm assuming that they may say perhaps they're 
going to try it's a turn the table so to speak and maybe the republican guards who are the strongest maybe 
they could turn them against the regime they also are the best is that a key object sorry christian please 
continue is that a key objective as far as you know general neil what you just reported no it's not speculation 
it's not an objective it's uh from my discussions with folks uh without them coming up and saying this is an 
objective i think you've heard comments about uh wanting to replace the regime uh the opposition parties out 
there as as as you have reported and as we have reported over the last three or four days are in sort of uh 
this vote the a's are 205 the nays are 229 article 2 is not adopted 
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article 2 is not adopted and the motion to reconsider is laid upon the table the question is on the adoption of 
article three all those in favor will say i those opposed will say no pinning the chair the eyes have it 
gentleman from new york on that i would ask for the yeas and nays the yeas and nays are ordered all those 
in favor of the age nation all in favor of the yeas and nays will rise sufficient number having arisen the a's and 
nays are ordered by electronic device this will be a fifteen minute vote on article three just to come back to 
what illinois republican ray lahoot said if i heard the vote correctly the house of representatives has just voted 
to defeat impeachment article 2 the vote 229-205 is what i heard him say they now have gone on are moving 
on to a vote now a full vote on article 3. i want to get back to something that christiana judy do you have 
something i'm just going to say just quickly bernie article 3 is the one that charges the president with 
obstructing justice uh in an effort to delay impede cover up and conceal the existence of evidence directly 
related to the paula jones case we had to interrupt general neil and christian amanpour the discussion was 
the iraqi republican guards and i just want to say that uh you might recall that yesterday at about six o'clock 
eastern time friday evening cnn interview judy and i defense secretary william cohen and he was asked 


specific questions i don't want to misquote the secretary but he did speak specifically about the republican 
guard and i'm scrambling to find my notes and probably we're trying to find that tape general neal that's right 
you recall on friday evening when you did interview secretary cohen he did talk about the republican guards 
as being one of the targets and for the reasons that i spoke to a few seconds ago 
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few seconds ago basically they provide security and sustainment for the the regime it will be interesting to 
see what the impact will be on this uh attack against the republican guards who have been attacked in 1991 
and twice in 1993. as we try to follow these two extraordinary stories uh the one in iraq the one on the floor of 
the house of representatives we want to take you to the white house where wolf blitzer has just spoken with 
the minister who was with the president as the first article of impeachment was voted against president 
clinton wolf judy we just had a chance now briefly to speak with the minister tony kampala he was walking by 
our position here on the north lawn of the white house leaving the white house he told us that he was in the 
oval office with president clinton when this vote was going on the president was not watching television 
although one would have assumed he might be might be watching that historic moment he was not watching 
television instead he was praying with uh with tony kampala tony kampala described the president's mood 
this way he said quote i think he's tired he's very upbeat and confident that things will work out but he's very 
tired so tony campala praying with the president during this historic vote we're also told that the democratic 
leaders of the house will come over here to meet with the president in the residence of the white house 
behind me after the fourth vote is completed the fourth article of impeachment vote is completed later the 
president and the democratic leaders will emerge from the residents go to the south lawn of the white house 
to make statements uh obviously statements that will are designed to show that the president is not going to 
resign that they still support the president they want it to continue and move on with the work of the nation 
but once again the president did not watch the vote he's fully aware of the vote did not watch the vote instead 
he was praying with his minister tony kampala wolf do we know who else is with the 
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wolf do we know who else is with the president this afternoon as these votes are taking place do we know if 
the first lady if their daughter chelsea clinton is there we do i don't know that uh we assume the first lady has 
come back here and is here i don't know about chelsea clinton but uh the only thing that we do know is tony 
kampala definitely was here with the president during this historic moment president tony kampala have had 
a long-standing relationship they've become friendly over the years especially at those renaissance 
weekends new year's eve new year's eve in hilton head south carolina he's from philadelphia he's a very 
fiery passionate minister who's had a tremendous impact on the president during what the president has 
described as this healing process in the aftermath of his confession of the his adulterous affair with monica 
lewinsky in august i'm just curious wolf what denomination is he he's uh protestant uh and he is uh he's 
almost evangelical but he's known as a more of a liberal a liberal minister very very well known in the 
philadelphia area especially for his uh sermons which are extremely passionate president clinton has been 
very much influenced by the way tony kampala has has spoken out they got to know each other again during 
those renaissance weekends down in hilton head talking about the president as we watch the vote count as 
you can see a little over 10 minutes left in this vote on the article the third article of impeachment against the 
president article one uh testifying falsely before a grand jury passed uh article two went down to defeat that 
was uh perjury uh before in the paula jones deposition this now is article three charging the president with 
obstructing justice jeff greenfield you were going to say you talked with the president this minister not long 
ago not the president i talked i talked to as it happens quite independently of this so i was moderating a 
panel on which tony campolo was on and what's interesting is his passion about personal responsibility 
about materialism some of the themes the president cited in his 1992 campaign 
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president cited in his 1992 campaign in his inaugural speeches and in some of his best speeches as 
president an obvious irony here given what he what got him into this mess but that is the special uh passion 
that cam polo that minister campolo has when he talks about the fact that we're drowning in a sea of 
materialism that consumerism is a threat to our future that we have to get back to fundamental values 
speaking about what is happening now they're working on article three on the floor cnn producer michael 
sally sends word we got a bit of this from correspondent um bob franken who we're going to go back to in 
just a second but roselli just did a walkabout on the plaza of the capitol on the east side he reports that all the 
galleries inside are full but outside there are large crowds and he notes that the line to get into the capitol 
building is longer and then the line at the national art gallery for the vincent van gogh works on display bob 
franken well you know that's actually quite a change from yesterday where was the other way around 
everybody here apparently is interested in seeing history being made and it is i wanted to talk to you about 
article 3 obstruction of justice this one is one of the two that they thought might pass this is not considered as 
strong a charge as article 1 which of course has passed this is the one that provided pretty much the fodder 
for independent council ken starr's investigation this includes the charge that there was an effort to hide the 
gifts that involve the president's personal secretary betty curry this is the one that charges that in fact the 
president tried to get betty curry to change her mind this is the one that charges that there are efforts to get 
monica lewinsky a job to be quiet this as i said is the one that has provided much of what we have learned 
about this case throughout the year as the independent council has conducted his investigation as i said this 
is somewhere in the middle in terms of strength this is going to be very interesting to watch given the results 
on the second one many people now believe that the fourth may also got out you just anticipated my next 
question bob to 
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just anticipated my next question bob to jump ahead to article four which is that is the one where it is charged 
that the president in fact was abusing his office because of the 81 answers he provided to congress for the 
questions the judiciary committee sent to him they say that among those answers were examples of perjury 
that as a matter of fact he in fact lied under oath when he responded to the congressional inquiry into 
whether he should be impeached many people are very very uncomfortable with that that is considered one 
of the weaker ones and what happens after the fourth and final article is voted on wolf blitzer gave us a 
feeling for what we could expect down at 1600 pennsylvania avenue but what happens up there well first 
they have to have another another vote and that will be to appoint the managers the managers in effect of 
the team of prosecutors sent by the house of representatives over to prosecute the trial that would be held in 
the senate henry hyde who's the judiciary committee chairman will be heading that there will be i believe 13 
members it's going to include many of the members of the judiciary committee then very quietly the articles 
of impeachment themselves will be transported across the capitol over to the secretary of the senate there 
was some speculation that the senate would actually have to come into session to receive them it was 
decided that that was not the case i think that decision may have had a little bit of expedience connected to it 
since we're in a season where there are no senators around just a quick note of history uh bob uh and bernie 
i'm looking back at the the uh what the text of the articles of impeachment were that were voted on not by the 
entire house but by the house judiciary committee against president nixon and of course one of those was an 
article alleging obstruction of justice now the details are very very different but at least in this sense if this 
article were to pass and right now the numbers are getting close we're not there yet it's at 211 and they need 
218. uh president clinton would have at least 
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president clinton would have at least one dubious distinction uh that he would share with uh president richard 
nixon in the nixon uh instance uh the judiciary committee also passed a second uh article alleging abuse of 
power and as we've just been saying that is the the the text of the fourth article which will be voted on against 
president clinton and bob franken i'm concerned that somewhere around the world someone might be 
turning on cnn for the first time we obviously are reporting to you on the voting of the articles of impeachment 
but bob this day began with some utterly surprising news involving bob livingston of louisiana will you bring 


us up to date on that bob livingston of louisiana had uh been nominated by his party to be the new speaker 
of the house and in fact had been running things in effect had taken over a speaker a couple of days ago 
livingston in fact had to admit because of an investigation that he had had some affairs during his marriage 
there had been a couple of days that had been uh spent debating that today on the floor with no warning to 
just about anybody livingston calling for president clinton to resign said i will be an example livingston said i 
am going to resign i am not going to stand for speaker and in fact six months after the new congress comes 
in i will step aside of course that just totally startled everybody and caused an entire debate uh to intensify 
about whether president clinton should call it quits also so that was going on it almost overshadowed for a 
while this history making impeachment vote bernie which is underway on article 3 right now article three the 
obstruction of justice count may i make one point about article four uh originally that included any number of 
acts that were not considered illegal there were the charges that president clinton had misled his staff that he 
had in fact misled the american people and that all of that constituted abuse of power last week the judiciary 
committee republicans were uncomfortable 
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committee republicans were uncomfortable with that they considered it such a weak case they got rid of all 
the parts of that charge except the illegalities they believe occurred in the 81 answers uh jeff as you come in i 
just wanted to very quickly say something that the obstruction of justice uh article which appears that it is 
going to pass very narrowly although i should hold and say let's make sure the problem with this article 
unlike article two is that the evidence is more circumstantial in other words article two failed because a lot of 
republicans thought it just didn't it didn't that didn't rise to the level of impeachable offense if if the republicans 
had believed that there was harder evidence that the president had in fact tampered with witnesses and tried 
to try to get people to change testimony uh it probably would have passed by a much larger margin and i 
suspect even some more democrats would have joined it it was the nature of the evidence rather than the 
charge itself that made this one so close they point out jeff's point is excellent but to the extent that if in fact 
there is a senate trial the passage of the obstruction of justice with its circumstantial evidence would almost 
certainly mean that the witnesses who've been the principles in this case would be called to testify in public 
before the senate that would include monica lewinsky linda tripp betty curry possibly vernon jordan and bob 
franken procedurally tell us why these articles are being voted on in such pale mel fashion with no more 
debate oh i'm sorry bernie i was i had some noise and i couldn't hear let me ask you to ask the question 
again procedurally tell us why these article votes are being taken in such pale mill fashion with no more 
debate because the debate is over as a matter of fact it really was over when the democrats put in their 
motion to recommit which of course was a way to debate the central resolution as soon as that went down 
then it was time to move on to the prevailing business which is the articles of impeachment they could have 
been voted on as one impeachment resolution with four sections to it but of course everybody had agreed 
that it should be divided to use the term they use up here so each article could be voted 
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so each article could be voted separately that's what's going on now but they're really voting on one 
resolution divided into four articles of impeachment the number has just gone to 219. uh so it's a third article 
is passed this is the article accusing the president of obstruction of justice this is now the second article 
passed it is the third in a you know and i'm reminded by uh our cnn president uh rick kaplan that that's 
assuming no one changes their mind changes their vote there still is a little over a minute left for them to do 
that not likely but possible michael gerhart you look like you want to jump in here well i i think one of the 
things to keep in mind with respect to this third article and we're assuming but not yet certain it will pass 
given the apparent tally is that i think of all the articles this was the one most self-consciously crafted after 
the articles that had been approved by the house judiciary committee against president nixon and we heard 
a lot of discussion in the uh statements from the members of congress particularly particularly on the 
republican side during the debate over the last couple days about how president clinton's obstruction was 
quite similar to president nixon's and has been a very uh conscious effort on the part of the republicans to 
use similar language to make similar charges to really make this the democratic analog to to nixon and why 


would they do that jeff because they're trying again for months really we've had the same argument in one 
sense it's only about sex it doesn't rise the level of impeachable offense oh you're wrong say the republicans 
this is about the rule of law it's about serious tampering with the whole justice process the more you can 
make this sound like a richard nixon attempt to obstruct justice the more serious and weighty it sounds the 
more impeachable it sounds and now that the second article has passed let's uh go to the white house to 
cnn's john king judy obviously another defeat for the president but these past almost 11 months now as 
we've discussed the whole monica lewinsky story often the political advice has competed 
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often the political advice has competed with the legal advice the president's lawyers sparring with his political 
advisers some irony here as jeff greenfield has been discussing the president's lawyers from a legal 
standpoint let's go back to the floor the nays are 212. article 3 is adopted and the motion to reconsider is laid 
upon the table go ahead john the house will be in order about defending number one the the perjury charging 
article one that passed and the obstruction of justice allegations here the president's lawyer question occurs 
on article four so many ours in favor will say i those opposed the opinion of the chair of the eyes have it mr 
speaker that i request a recorded vote the yeas and nays are requested so many are in favor of the yeas and 
nays will stand and remain standing a sufficient number having arisen the yeas and nays are ordered this will 
be an electronic vote for 15 minutes on article 4. the members are now beginning to vote on charges the 
president uh with repeatedly engaging in conduct that resulted in misuse and abuse of his high office and to 
read uh from this line here president missus and abused his office by making perjurious false and misleading 
statements in his written responses to congress the article itself goes on to say impair the due and proper 
administration of justice and the conduct of legal inquiries and contravene the laws governing the integrity of 
the judicial and legislative branches and the truth-seeking purpose of coordinate investigative proceedings 
some pretty tough language jeff yeah this is the this is another one i 
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yeah this is the this is another one i suppose if we had legalized gambling in washington we could be betting 
on these articles this is another one where the chances of passengers are seen to be uh dubious because 
they they charge the president with asserting privileges for the for the sake of covering up and for those 
famous or infamous 81 answers to the written questions and there are some even on the republican side 
who have said gee you know asserting a privilege may not be impeachable we know that one of the 
democrats who voted for the first three articles mchale of pennsylvania has said he will not vote for article 
four you already see what are they just a minute or so into the vote and already 37 or so republicans are 
voting no which is a sign it may not happen i'd say it's obviously won't pass yeah and initially this article too 
um had was crafted after an article that had been approved by the house judiciary committee against 
president nixon the particular charge against president nixon was he refused to comply with the subpoena 
from the house for certain information relating to the substance of the investigation against him by the house 
but much of the similar language has been actually dropped by amendment and instead we're left primarily 
with the president's answers to the 81 questions and the theory behind this article is that by giving the 
answers that he did the president somehow abused his power he abused his power the article charges by 
somehow appropriating the power of the house to impeach judy already 50 republicans have voted no with 
their electronic cards i think we can i don't want to jump the gun here but i think we can pretty safely say this 
is not going to pass wasn't this the article just quickly bernie that the republican counsel on the judiciary 
committee felt so strongly about at one point the republican council felt strongly about all about many things 
if you remember david shippers very almost steamy and incendiary or at least angry testimony but this was 
the one about which there was more expression of doubt than at any time and uh we're almost there at the 
point where again to listen to our president mr kaplan unless people 
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to our president mr kaplan unless people suddenly change their mind on mass this is going down to 
substantial defeat this will be the biggest margin pro or con i think of any of the four articles from this micro 
analysis let's step back for a moment and go back to our people at the white house john king and wolf blitzer 
um the president now has been impeached on two counts articles one and three the house is completing 
action on article four the white house is girding for the united states senate trial but the fact of the matter is 
as long as he's alive and as long as there are history books william jefferson clinton will be mentioned as the 
42nd president who was impeached it will be uh obviously a black mark it will be a very very huge 
embarrassment on this second term president who thought he was going to be spending the rest of his time 
polishing up his legacy balancing the budget uh international issues working to try to do something in this 
these last two years on social security i would like to point out on that first article that has been passed that 
he committed perjury during his testimony before the grand jury if it comes down to a trial in the senate david 
shippers the republican chief investigative counsel on the judiciary committee he backed up that claim that 
the president lied under oath before the grand jury by pointing to the president's testimony that he was telling 
absolutely the truth back in january in the paula jones deposition when he denied sexual relations as defined 
by the paula jones lawyers if it comes down to a trial bernie and judy it's going to the the the final argument 
on that perjury count is going to be whether or not the president touched certain parts of monica lewinsky's 
body with an intent to arouse as she claims versus what he says he didn't do so it could be a really really 
gruesome ugly trial involving the most intimate sexual acts if it comes down to a trial in the senate on that 
first count but 
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in the senate on that first count but those would be the facts at issue would they not those would be the facts 
at issue uh and the president uh didn't answer directly when he was asked by the independent council 
prosecutors here at the white house in august whether or not he touched certain parts of monica lewinsky's 
body he simply referred back to his opening statement that day in which he said he told the truth when he 
denied having sexual relations as he understood the term to be the term to mean as defined by the paula 
jones lawyers and she has testified monica lewinsky that the president did touch certain parts of her body uh 
with an intent to arouse so it's it's come back to that whole issue of sex okay wolf i would just observe that it 
would seem to me if the men and women of the united states senate can handle matters of war and peace 
here is secretary cohen at the pentagon with a briefing you know the united states and british strikes against 
iraq are continuing from the beginning of this operation we've been careful to set realistic goals we've also 
been careful not to either overstate or exaggerate the results as our intelligence analysts study the very 
preliminary data however i want to stress that this military action is substantial it is inflicting significant 
damage on the seven target categories that we have selected and these are as follows iraq's air defense 
system the command and control system that saddam hussein uses to direct his military and to repress his 
people the security forces and facilities to protect and hide his efforts to develop or maintain the deadly 
chemical and biological weapons these are the forces that are that have worked to prevent the united nations 
inspectors from doing their jobs the industrial base that saddam hussein uses to sustain and deliver his 
deadly weapons his military infrastructure including the elite republican guard forces that pose the biggest 
threat to his neighbors and protect his weapons of mass destruction programs 
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destruction programs the airfields and a refinery that produces oil products that iraq smuggles in violation of 
economic sanctions i'd like to focus on two areas where our strikes have substantially degraded saddam 
hussein's warfighting capability the first is iraq's ability to deliver deadly weapons we estimate that saddam's 
missile program has been set back by at least a year and i'd like to offer just another word pertaining to 
descriptions of damage done when we talk about moderate damage inflicted i think that has to be kept in 
mind in terms of its uh comparison when the federal building in oklahoma city was bombed the initial 
photographs satellite photography that had taken place described that damage as being moderate i think we 
all understand how much damage was in fact done to that building even though it was described as 
moderate at that time the elimination of the ability of to deliver these deadly weapons is one of the jobs that 


saddam security forces prevented the u.n inspectors from performing so the second area where the damage 
has been substantial is the command and control system this network of communications intelligence 
propaganda and security service headquarters has been significantly damaged saddam may rebuild an 
attempt to rebuild some of this military infrastructure in the future just as he has replaced many facilities 
including lavish palaces after desert storm but we have diminished his ability to threaten his neighbors of 
both conventional and non-conventional weapons in closing i want to again call attention to the superior 
performance of both the united states and british forces this action demonstrates the quality of the men and 
women we have in the military they are well trained they are well equipped they are well led and we owe 
them a great deal of gratitude mr chairman thank you as secretary good afternoon ladies and gentlemen 
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ladies and gentlemen as the secretary noted we are very pleased with the results of the operation thus far in 
the primary areas of concern facilities that support saddam's weapons of mass destruction capabilities his 
command and control and the security forces associated with these weapons we have had significant 
success in our air strikes however it does appear that we've got to do a better job of translating the arcane 
science of battle damage assessment into plain english so that you can all relay the information more 
effectively to the public so the burden is on us the burden is to make a complex subject more understandable 
on the plus side as you will see in just a few minutes when admiral wilson briefs i believe the numbers 
themselves are clearer today because we've had additional time to conduct our assessments let me take just 
a moment here to give you a flavor of what we call battle damage assessment this first photograph is of the 
electronics plant here you can see three different impacts the one on the left our analysts assess as 
moderately damaged the one here on the bottom we assessed is destroyed and i think you can see why 
basically it's been rubble the last one on the upper right you can see the crater near the corner of this 
building our analysts assess this impact as having produced light damage but to put this in perspective i'll 
show you some other facilities where we saw explosions outside of buildings that were much smaller than 
the explosions caused by this weapon give me a second photo i'm sure you recognize these as our two 
embassies the one in tanzania the one in kenya as you can see when you have a chance to get a different 
angle or a ground view your sense of damage can be quite different our analysts classified this damage as 
light to moderate when all they had was 
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light to moderate when all they had was overhead imagery to go by again here's the taji missile repair facility 
it contains a series of buildings but we only went after selected targets within the compound based on 
intelligence as to which one once had elements that were critical to the process this one was assessed as 
moderate damage as was this one this one was assessed as severe damage and so on my point is none of 
these buildings within this compound were assessed as destroyed not even one our analysts are 
appropriately very conservative in their initial assessments as i think you would agree in this particular facility 
but in my view this facility will not be usable for saddam's efforts to maintain or improve his missile 
capabilities in the years ahead i'd also like to point out as you can see many of the buildings in this facility 
appear to be undamaged and the reason for that is because they were not targeted we only went after 
specific buildings within the compound again ones that were related to our mission objectives i'll leave the 
rest of the details to admiral wilson to sum up i am very pleased with the results of our strikes the plan is 
being executed with precision and success before we take your questions let me update you for just a 
second on the status of our operation right now as you know us and british forces are again striking targets in 
iraq as we speak to update last night's actions actions all of our pilots and our air crews returned safely from 
yesterday's airstrikes we conducted approximately 150 combat and combat support sorties last night over 
iraq as well as some additional tomahawk and air launch cruise missile attacks while the iraqis have not 
aggressively employed their substantial 
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employed their substantial surface-to-air missile systems we have encountered heavy anti-aircraft fire finally 
i'd like to say again that we can all be proud of the way our men and women in uniform have carried out their 
assigned mission they are superb professionals as are those that are right now in the crisis response force 
that are starting to deploy even as the holidays approach and i might add as are all the members of our 
armed forces my thanks go out to them and their families thank you general can i ask uh you told us before 
that i believe 70 uh 70 targets have been how many targets have now been hit and mr secretary are we 
narrowing the end to these raids uh we're up in the 90s uh right now in the targets numbers of targets mr 
secretary are we drawing close to the end of this uh well the operation is going to continue until the president 
decides that it has been completed and so it's still underway general excuse me it would be very helpful 
certainly to me and maybe some of my colleagues might might ease some of this confusion uh if you could 
give us and you did in a sense gave us the number of missiles in that they were more than were fired during 
the the persian gulf war but if you can give us a percentage um as it's analyzed of the successful strikes and 
also the percentage of the manned air crews with the smart bombs dumb bombs versus the percentage so 
we can get a batting average here of how well we're really doing i mean this is helpful but it doesn't tell us the 
full story well all of that will come out as part of the post analysis that we're doing uh right now i know the 
numbers of missiles fired i know the numbers of sorties but uh in terms of uh specific ones that have gone 
against each target uh that'll require a lot more detail than i could give you right now and uh we will provide 
that later on can you give us then sir if you would the number of missiles to date including last night's raid 
that have been fired we understand that missiles were fired both 
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missiles were fired both from as you say aircraft and ships uh do they include the new carrier battle group 
does in the persian gulf the uh the new carrier battle group in the persian gulf is uncapable it's combat ready 
it's uh it's perfectly capable of participating in the strike but because it's an ongoing operation i will not 
comment on whether or not it has been employed as of this point uh and in terms of the exact numbers of 
missiles as i said uh we are watching the house of representatives final vote on the fourth and final article 
before them and it has gone down to defeat with no time shown left on the clock the vote is 285 against 148. 
going back now to the pentagon where the chairman of the joint chiefs of staff general hugh sheldon and 
event secretary william cohen are briefing reporters in this operation that that you believe has stopped 
saddam hussein from actually attacking his neighbors was he very close to using these uh unmanned 
vehicles supposedly to spew some chemical weaponry anywhere well that's always been one of our 
concerns to the extent that he had would have so-called uavs or take aircraft that could be loaded with a 
chemical and then launched an unmanned basis into one of his neighboring countries has always been of a 
concern back now to the house floor judy that's right bernie they're going to announce the results and move 
on to the next order of business would like to leave here sooner rather than later gentleman from illinois 
thank you mr speaker pursuant to clause 2a1 of rule 9. i hereby give notice of my intention to offer resolution 
which raises a question of the privileges of the house the form of the resolution is as follows resolved that mr 
hyde mr sensenbrenner mr mccollum mr geek as mr kennedy mr booyer mr bryant mr shabbat mr barr mr 
hutchinson mr cannon mr rogan and mr graham 


01:16:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=1 Qck2L1GTHI&t=4560s 





graham our appointed managers to conduct the impeachment trial against william jefferson clinton president 
united states that a message be sent to the senate to inform the senate of these appointments and that the 
manager so appointed may in connection with the preparation and conduct of the trial exhibit the articles of 
impeachment to the senate and take all of their actions necessary which may include the following one 
employing legal clerical another necessary assistance and incurring such other expenses as may be 
necessary to be paid from amounts available to the committee on the judiciary under applicable expense 
resolutions or from the applicable accounts of the house of representatives to sending for persons and 
papers and filing with the secretary of the senate on part of the house of representatives any pleadings in 
conjunction with or subsequent to the exhibition of the articles of impeachment that the managers consider 
necessary the resolution offered by the gentleman from illinois is a question of the privileges of the house the 


chair recognizes the gentleman from illinois to proceed immediately on the resolution under the previous 
order of the house the gentleman from illinois mr hyde will control five minutes and the gentleman from 
michigan mr conyers will control fight well mr speaker i don't the clerk the clerk will report the resolution i 
don't need a lot of time what he's going to say house resolution 614 resolved that mr hyde mr sensenbrenner 
mr mccollum mr geekes mr kennedy mr bowyer mr bryant mr chabot mr barr mr hutchinson mr cannon mr 
rogan and mr graham our appointed managers to conduct the impeachment trial against william jefferson 
clinton president of the united states that a message be sent to the senate to inform the senate of these 
appointments and that the manager so appointed may in connection with the preparation and the conduct of 
the trial exhibit the articles of impeachment to the senate and take all other actions necessary which may 
include the following one employing legal clerical and other necessary assistance 
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necessary assistance and incurring such other expenses as may be necessary to be paid from amounts 
available to the committee on the judiciary under applicable expense resolutions or from the applicable 
accounts what henry hyde the chairman of the judiciary committee has just done is named 13 republican 
members of the house judiciary committee who he says should serve as managers for the impeachment 
articles as they come up for trial in the united states senate this is a procedure that we knew was coming 
what we did not know was the identity of the individuals who will be the managers henry hyde naming clearly 
members he's been working with over a period of months on these impeachment issues and this comes 
directly on the heels of the house of representatives having passed two articles of impeachment against 
president clinton the first article being perjury before a grand jury and the other article having to do with 
obstruction of justice let's go back to the floor this is john conyers democrat of michigan there needs to be a 
lot of of discussion about this we choose uh not to be a part of the managers in the senate uh and i am uh 
going to vote against the uh the motion yield back his time then and i yield the balance of my time gentlemen 
yields back gentlemen from illinois yield back yes sir gentleman from illinois yields back all time for debate 
has expired pursuant to the provision previous order of the house the previous question is ordered the 
question is on adoption of the resolution all those in favor will say aye those opposed no the eyes have it the 
resolution is agreed to mr speaker michigan mr you have a recorded vote mr speaker on that i demand the 
a's and nays the a's and a's are requested all in favor stand and remain standing sufficient number having 
arisen the a's and nays are ordered this will 
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the a's and nays are ordered this will be a 15-minute vote by electronic device the members of the house will 
now vote yes or no on whether uh 13 republicans will serve as managers of this trial that is to take place in 
the united states senate as you heard chairman henry hyde of the judiciary committee named 13 republicans 
from the committee members all familiar with these issues the democrats rose in the person of john conyers 
of michigan he's the ranking democrat on that committee saying we don't want any part of this we choose not 
to be a part of the managers in the senate and we're not going to participate in this and we've just been 
handed a statement by trent lott who's the senate republican leader which i think we want to get to but before 
we do jeff greenfield you were going to comment a very quick point but that might be significant uh it is 
generally agreed that when the new congress comes into session uh next month they will have to reappoint 
the managers and we know there are fewer republicans in the house next year than there than there are now 
there will be fewer had this vote been closer there was a some question about whether this whole 
impeachment process could have been stopped dead by the simple failure of the house to reappoint 
managers but given the margin of this vote it now seems likely that new managers will be appointed or rather 
the same managers will be reappointed when the congress reconvenes in january when you have a different 
breakdown of republicans and democrats i'm not going to read the whole statement from the senate 
republican leader trent lott but as i turn to uh bob franken at the capitol bob uh i just would let our viewers 
know that uh senator lott is saying senators will be prepared to fulfill their constitutional obligations he goes 
on to say there are steps that precede the beginning of an impeachment trial once the senate is organized as 


an impeachment proceeding there will be pleadings and motions that come before the taking of evidence 
and he says that makes it difficult at this time to determine when an actual trial will begin that timing will 
depend greatly on the president and his lawyers 
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greatly on the president and his lawyers bob franken well several things first of all to supplement what jeff 
was saying a moment ago the managers are really prosecutors the chief prosecutor is henry hyde and mr 
assistant prosecutors there is the feeling that for some reason the dynamic of all this changes and they are 
not reappointed not reappointed by the not reappointed not reappointed by the new the new congress then in 
fact if they're not reappointed impeachment would be blocked now jeff spoke a moment ago as senator lot 
did about this preliminary stage think of that as a pre-trial area and that is considered the time when the 
president could to use the legal parliament's kappa plea that is to say agree to some sort of central resolution 
let's go now to wolf blitzer at the white house yes they're gearing up for the arrival very soon of a lot of house 
democrats it's going to be a pep rally they're going to be driving in we're told here along pennsylvania avenue 
which is normally shut down to traffic they'll be coming into the north side of the white house going into the 
residence for a private meeting with president clinton perhaps the first lady will be there as well then they will 
all emerge through the south portico on the south side of the white house on the south lawn and they will 
speak about what has happened clearly a stinging blow to the president that two articles of impeachment 
have now been forwarded will be forwarded to the senate potentially for a trial unless some last minute 
compromise can be worked out something short of impeachment involving censure which of course is what 
the president wants but at this stage the senate is going to begin getting ready for a full-scale trial and bob 
franken uh conversely with what the democrats are planning to surround and try to buck up their party leader 
what are the republicans planning this afternoon well they're trying to end their disarray which of course was 
caused this morning when the man who was going to be speaker bob livingston suddenly announced with no 
warning that he would be resigning calling on president clinton to do the 
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calling on president clinton to do the same thing that of course the result of a bombshell a couple of nights 
ago when uh he went to the republicans and said i'm about to be publicized for having had some 
relationships outside my marriage well our apology for the audio gremlins we're having we'll try to clean that 
up frankly it's not surprising that we're having a little bit of difficulty on this day what with everything going on 
and lots of communications gear all around and the inclement weather you saw the electrical hit we took a 
couple hours ago so we're still going very strongly and we'll continue to get back to bob franken as soon as 
possible wolf blitzer if you are still there has the president been working on the remarks he will make yes uh 
the president uh of course always gets a draft of a speech from his speech writers but he spends a lot of time 
revising them and and we will be listening very carefully to what he says remember just before he left for the 
middle east which seems like a long time ago last friday so it hasn't been a long time ago only about eight 
days or so ago the president did come into the rose garden and make that last minute appeal for censure 
saying your support center appealing against the impeachment he spent a lot of personal time on those 
remarks which didn't necessarily help him in fact some believe it hurt him because he didn't come more 
bluntly out and say yes he did lie not necessarily that he committed perjury but that he did lie president 
spends a lot of time working on these remarks and these will be very personal remarks from him uh designed 
to show that he has no intention of stepping down most white house officials are convinced he will not step 
down the only reason he would ever step down uh some of the president's closest advisers and supporters 
have suggested if at some point down the road the top democratic leadership in the uh senate were to come 
to him and say mr mr president uh you're going 
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and say mr mr president uh you're going down there's going to be a conviction in the senate it's a good time 
to resign but at this point there that does not seem to be at all in the currency but off with the prospect of a 
senate trial how important will be the tone of what the president says it will be very important because the 
tone that he puts forward right now in the next hour or two whenever he does emerge from this private 
meeting with the house democrats that tone will set the stage for the immediate period ahead for the white 
house defense the senate strategy as they call it is going to be very aggressive and they're going to try to 
bring in some additional uh firepower and they've the president's been talking with the former senate majority 
leader george mitchell who's now of course retired was deeply involved in negotiating the peace agreement 
in northern ireland but the president is looking for some additional help to uh to get him through this uh this 
next crisis of course mr mitchell is highly respected in that body the senior chamber because he too was a 
former senate majority leader they very respected he's got a lot of friends over there he knows how the 
senate operates and one of the problems that the president has had in dealing with the house and the 
senate as leon panetta said yesterday uh on cnn an interview you conducted with him was that uh that the 
president has not established those kinds of close personal connections personal ties with many lawmakers 
here in washington that normally are so essential in helping a president during this kind of crisis we find 
ourselves a wolf blitzer and my colleagues bernie and jeff and michael gerhart at a i think at a point that 
many of us thought we might never be at uh here in washington and that is only the second time in history a 
president of the united states has been impeached by uh by a sitting congress and just a reminder before we 
take a very short break the last time this happened the only other time it happened president andrew johnson 
survived a trial in the senate by just one vote we're going to take a break we'll be back with more of these 
momentous events 
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we're going to briefly catch you up on what is happening first taking you live to baghdad it is 10 30 at night in 
baghdad we had cnn and correspondent christian amanpour reporting a short while ago that the air raids 
sirens had sounded and the anti-aircraft batteries had opened fire she also reported that the vice president of 
iraq said that communications between southern iraq and baghdad have been cut at a pentagon briefing just 
concluded defense secretary william cohen said the air strikes against iraq were going to continue until 
president clinton decides they are completed mr cohen also said in his judgment according to military 
officials in washington saddam hussein's missile program has been set back by at least one year and also 
the chairman of the joint chiefs of staff general hugh shelton reported that the iraqis have not deployed any of 
their anti-aircraft missile systems but he said that british and united states warplanes have encountered 
heavy anti-aircraft fire on the floor of the house of representatives president william jefferson clinton 42nd 
president of the united states was this afternoon impeached on two articles articles 1 and article 3. articles 2 
and article 4 were defeated following that official business the republican chairman of the house judiciary 
committee henry hyde of illinois moved to have the managers the actual prosecutors in the senate appointed 
let's go now to the floor of the house the vote continues now that it's called resolution 614 614. and this is the 
uh the uh measure that uh henry hyde proposes to name 13 republicans who would in effect manage the 
case against president clinton in the senate trial and bernie 
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clinton in the senate trial and bernie we should say we're just seeing here cnn is reporting both uh white 
house correspondent chris black and others are reporting that both outgoing speaker newt gingrich and tom 
delay who is the whip the house whip up higher up in the republican hierarchy in the house are both working 
to round up votes to elect illinois republican dennis hastert speaker of the house therefore we're quoting one 
republican source is saying he's locking up votes as we speak they're describing dennis hastert of the uh the 
14th district of illinois which is a in the chicago suburbs he's locking up he is a healer a consensus builder he 
can bring republicans together and put an end to this madness and quote jeff greenfield just to fill in a couple 
of blanks hester is uh he's 56 years old he's a 12-year veteran of the house um and he uh he comes from a 
solidly republican district uh he got 64 percent of the vote the last time when he first ran for congress he was 
seen as insufficiently conservative but i think he earned a spurs when he helped tom delay uh get elected as 


uh as majority whip in the uh of the republican party so this may be yet another memorable reason to 
remember this memorable day his name actually came up during the initial search for someone to replace 
newt gingrich but at that point it appeared that bob livingston had the votes he needed and uh his name 
surfaced and then and then uh went away almost that quickly we want to go back briefly to the pentagon 
briefing portions of which we carried live and then we cut back to what was happening early on defense 
secretary cohn and also general hugh shelton said that there's a problem mainly general shelton rather than 
secretary clinton there's a problem with coming up with simple language to have us in the news media report 
what has happened on the battlefield how 
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what has happened on the battlefield how to clearly report the assessment of damage at one point secretary 
cohen said you can recall that during the bombing of the federal court building in oklahoma city a couple of 
years ago the word moderate was used to describe that damage well secretary clinton said the damage 
created by british and u.s forces has been substantial here now is just a portion of a briefing by admiral tom 
wilson as he talks about the subject of substantial damage and which targets were damaged further ado let's 
roll the camera footage i think this was on knight 2. this says alkut f14 gbu 12 laser guided 1 000 pound 
bomb against the barracks and brigade headquarters of republican guard units in the outcould area second 
view that's those are the same bears yeah there's a multiple aim points in the same barracks that's correct 
probably or more we just showed two here this is anne nazaria a uh military cable repre repeater station 
which is an important part of the integrated air defense and command and control network and this is an fna 
18 also firing a gbu 12. how many of these targets does it go for these since then we certainly struck okay 
that's another portion of the briefing from the pentagon earlier this afternoon uh just to repeat secretary 
cohen was asked a question about the duration when these airstrikes would end he said that the operations 
are going to continue until president clinton here in washington decides that the mission is completed 
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decides that the mission is completed again the american pentagon official said that overall they feel that 
significant progress has been made in hitting targets bernie the house has completed its vote choosing 13 
republicans to manage the case against the president in the senate the ranking democrat on the house 
judiciary committee john conyers is talking with reporters right now he objected to those uh the name of 
those managers let's listen to him in the grand jury where he has been charged under show cause for 
contempt for at least 20 24 instances of of incorrect overzealous or flatly illegal conduct now when you 
combine that to a almost textbook example of how not to come combine to conduct an impeachment inquiry 
in the house of representatives uh we then have a full-blown example of what not to do in impeachment and 
in my view article two section four impeachment is almost a dead letter uh from this point on there will it will 
be very hard uh for people not to be suspicious of a political motive from this point on our investigation in the 
house of representatives in the judiciary committee was biased haphazard and illogical the chairman himself 
stated repeatedly from the outset that it had to be bipartisan and then everything but bipartisanship occurred 
it was a partisan all the way uh we we were never sitting in the decision-making 
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never sitting in the decision-making process as equals or as one committee and in denying the president any 
semblance of fairness or due process we in effect continue to bill the support of the president and the animus 
to the republican strategy which has failed so miserably my final observation is this i have never seen a 
death wish so manifest in the political system of our country in my life it is beyond comprehension that the 
leaders of the republican congress are not bitter words coming from a democrat in this case john conyers of 
michigan the ranking democrat on the house judiciary committee let's skip over to the republicans they are 
making their voices heard as well this is georgia republican bob barr that there indeed have been very 
serious abuses of power obstruction of justice and perjury committed by this president i'm confident that we 
as we now enter this final stage of this very sordid affair and that is the trial in the senate that the american 


people will once again see the congress of the united states which are their representatives perform very 
very admirably professionally and of which the american people will once again be very proud as we bring 
this matter to a conclusion in the senate charles kennedy we are here today because of our constitution we 
are here because in america no one not even the president is above the law and we are here today because 
the facts of the case against president clinton are overwhelming israel hutchinson i'm here because there's a 
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i'm here because there's a responsibility to perform and a duty to uphold it's not a joyful occasion particularly 
being from the president's home state but i take this responsibility seriously and i know that the senate will 
follow the constitution as we're all required to do jim jim rogan watergate was a somber time for our nation 
also and yet when the congress demonstrated that the rule of law works for everybody it became a healing 
time today the congress of the united states spoke through the house of representatives that the rule of law 
applies to everybody when the rule of law and the constitution is defended the end result really doesn't 
matter the constitution's been preserved and we've demonstrated that by our vote today and finally lindsey 
graham i think the sad thing for me is there's so many times before this could end it on a note of honor and it 
just didn't happen that way now for the 10 on a note of honor you're going to have one of the most 
sophisticated jurors in the world some very smart men and women i'm sure they'll do what they think is best 
for the nation and if you think you know all there is to know about this case is the american public please 
spend some time for the sake of your children and the future of this country to follow this trial if one is had 
because i think you'll learn a lot about the facts you don't know now now let me say that the next thing that 
we're going to do and we don't have time for questions is that we will be walking the articles of impeachment 
over to the secretary of the senate so i would ask my colleagues to go back upstairs the secretary of the 
senate is waiting to do something that has not happened since 1868 so thank you to the resignation of mr 
livingstone what you are seeing what you're seeing is a picture of some buses carrying democratic members 
of the house we were told originally it was just the house leadership but evidently it's more than that now 
democrats 
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than that now democrats from the house traveling from the capitol uh all the way down uh pennsylvania 
avenue i can't quite tell at this point what route they're taking to the white house where they will meet with the 
president in private and then the group of them will step out onto we've been told step out into the rose 
garden and they will make a statement cnn's washington bureau chief frank sesno is here with us frank judy 
very interesting as these democrats go over to the white house need to tell you about some of the 
maneuverings behind the scenes taking place among the republicans i am told by people very familiar with 
the situation you've heard some from bob franken and our chris black has reported in on this as well but i'm 
told that newt gingrich upon seeing bob livingston's resignation put his staff and his allies such that he still 
controls into action to try to secure uh the next speakership for dennis hastert from illinois that that is very 
much underway right now there was some discussion of trying to pull the caucus back today to do that judy 
probably won't happen until monday because they need to get the new members in town this man is 
described as somewhat grandfatherly the republicans clearly described as in turmoil over this uh loss of of 
the next speaker and they want to put it behind them frank again as we watch these buses carrying uh 
republic i'm sorry democrats to the white house to to have a private meeting with president clinton what 
about the calls on the part of several people for bob livingston to reconsider uh you had several democrats 
president clinton saying uh you shouldn't do this it's a non-starter there's not sentiment in the republican 
party for this among the uh the base the core constituency many of them raised questions about that why not 
because there are some on the within the party who feel that this was deserved and there's some 
consideration that there are a number of complex reasons behind livingston's decision maybe all of them 
we're not familiar uh with uh but on hastert one the person who's very familiar with these players says using 
the carpentry analogy judy if tom delay is known as the hammer dennis 
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delay is known as the hammer dennis hastert will be the level hm well for those of us who don't know 
carpentry what does that mean it means that he's a leveling influence it means that he is calm it means that 
after all of this turmoil the republican party is very anxious to put a calm face forward all right bob franken our 
congressional correspondent is listening carefully to all this as we watch those buses make their way down 
the streets of washington to the white house bob stand on what frank was saying first of all what they want to 
do is to try and get everybody together monday if they can it is christmas week and the decision may be that 
the new members and for that matter the other members of the republican group are too far flung to do it 
before january but there's going to be an effort to make dennis hassan happen secondly not only is newt 
gingrich's staff working on this but tom delay who is the very powerful republican whip dennis hastert was 
one of his very important deputies tom delay is very close with him and so there will be a very close 
relationship between the man who it looks like is going to become at this stage it looks like anyway the new 
republican speaker of the house one other point if you don't mind referring back to something that 
congressman sensenbrenner just said in his news conference the history continues to be made the 
republican managers of impeachment are probably at this very moment crossing over into the senate side of 
the capitol putting the impeachment matter in control of the senate and beginning the process which could be 
the trial which could result in the conviction for president you mean literally at this moment they're carrying 
the paper over to the senate at the end of the news conference uh since runner said that we have to leave 
now we have to take the material over to the senate the impeachment process is continuing as it is 
scheduled to and this afternoon if not this second certainly within the next few minutes the material will be 
taken physically over to the senate side and we were just handed a statement from print lot bernie just a 
moment or two ago saying uh this is this is getting underway in effect the senators take this uh obligation 
seriously and uh he said that we can't predict 
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and uh he said that we can't predict when the trial is going to happen but it the process is set in motion and 
on the point that bob franken was making about the two approved articles of impeachment making their way 
to the senate mr simpson-brenner the ranking uh republican on the house judiciary committee said at one 
point as he walked away from reporters we're getting ready to do something that has not been done since 
1868 as those buses carrying uh the democrats from the house make their way to the white house we're 
going to take a very quick break and come right back when you had the idea you were just and right now get 
12 months interest free forever starts today with a diamond from zales at zales the diamond store you can 
get this exquisite 7 carat diamond bracelet for just 14.99 and right now get 12 months interest free forever 
starts today with a diamond from zales someday there will be no subways or corporate ladders to climb if 
retirement is a bridge to be crossed when we get there then we must accept whatever lies ahead of us if it is 
one we must build then let us begin you are looking at the the northwest gate of the white house where 
protesters are gathered lest we forget there's another huge story underway at this hour and that is a military 
action against iraq there are protesters gathered there outside the white house who Say that this is a 
wrongful action they're against the military action while they are marching 
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marching there in a circle you have democratic members of the house of representatives making their way to 
the white house on buses and we are told they're going to have a private meeting with president clinton one 
has to assume it'll be in the nature of a pep rally and after that the president will step outside and make 
remarks and uh this has to be the the gravest day of his presidency to back to the capital now where cnn's 
candy crowley uh is with the democratic senator candy candy senator leahy patrick leahy of vermont are you 
there i i am there and i'm oni can hear you wonderful uh i will go ahead and uh and talk to you i i uh we had 
a little bit of guidance that candy was there too we want to we want to uh to ask you yeah candy is here but 
uh we're having a little bit of a microphone problem and i think i may have her microphone all right well what 
clearly this has been a day that we knew was coming we knew that at least one of these articles of 
impeachment would pass would pass now two of them have passed what happens when this gets to the 
senate senator i suppose the easy answer is nobody knows if you went solely by the constitution it would be 


at whatever point we determined to have them come over and that's something to be worked out between 
the house and senate leadership but you start the trial and it would be a very solemn undertaking every 
senator has to take a separate oath of office to even be in the trial before it before it starts and as you know 
the chief justice presides over it but i suspect that the reality is that there's going to be an attempt one more 
time to see if there is some way of ending this with censure something 
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of ending this with censure something that apparently the majority of americans would prefer to happen 
nobody's approved of the president's conduct but the majority of americans say let's have censure rather 
than a conviction under impeachment if that was done the senate could for example pass a central motion uh 
and a very strong one and then have the house not send managers over uh with the impeachment the the 
president would have been impeached by the house but not uh gone to trial in the senate senator you say 
that despite the fact that the senate majority leader republican leader trent lott is saying that as far as he's 
concerned this trial is going to get underway well of course the republicans can determine that i mean they 
have the majority in the senate and if the republicans say this matter should go to trial then then it will go to 
trial but the most republicans and democrats i've talked with say no matter which way they might vote on the 
question of conviction based on the facts they've seen so far most feel that the there would not be a two- 
thirds vote to convict and so a number of senators in both parties have uh have said uh least quietly and 
privately that they wish there was some way to avoid having a trial at all if you're going to have a trial that will 
tear the country apart for months and then have it end with no conviction why not start in the first place and 
do what um the majority of the country want does have a motion censure but i would add just like in the 
house it will be whatever the republicans want it to be and in a way that's unfortunate i don't say it in a 
partisan way because on a question of impeachment for the country to have find it credible it has to be 
bipartisan so far it has been highly partisan i would hope that the senate and the senate leadership can step 
back take a deep breath and say is there a way of doing 
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breath and say is there a way of doing this in a bipartisan fashion do you think a trial would tear the country 
apart i think the trial would have a very real possibility of that for one thing very little else would go on in 
government the president would be totally absorbed in it the chief justice of the supreme court and and the 
senate would be on a on a question that many feel would not uh reach the bar of impeachment i'm not 
saying that the actions of the president were good actions they were wrong they were bad actions but the 
issue is do they reach the level of impeachment and if they don't then the country is going to question what's 
going on it also would instill even harsher partisanship in a congress that during the past two years has been 
almost paralyzed by partisanship i mean how are you ever going to face the consensus necessary to take 
care of the problems with social security or with uh or with health care or with our financial status vis-a-vis 
the asian markets and other places i mean none of that none of that consensus is going to be there senator 
we want to point out the picture the aerial picture that our viewers are seeing is of the area right up around 
the white house the buses uh holding members uh uh from the house democratic members from the house 
who've come to see the president they've arrived and uh one assumes they'll be getting out going in and 
meeting privately uh with the president jeff greenfield you had a question for the senator yes senator this is a 
peculiar uh institution in which you are a juror but you're a juror in what is supposed to be an inherently 
political event have you have you determined uh that this is not an impeachable offense we know that 
senator elect schumer is already on record we know how he's going to vote i think we know how many 
people are going to vote have you told us or your constituents more importantly how you're going to vote 
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importantly how you're going to vote no i no i have not and if we go in if i take that oath of office uh as a juror 
i can truthfully say i'll take that oath with an open mind i mean i was a prosecutor i've been i've presided a lot 
of trials if i take that oath which i will i'll do it with an open mind what i am saying those most constitutional 


writers on this have said this does not reach the level of impeachable offense basically this trial will be 
different than just the kind of criminal trials that i had when i was a prosecutor there you know you have a did 
you break this law or didn't you break this law here you add a political dimension to it is it worth overturning a 
presidential election senator uh this bernie show apart by interruption just want to point out to you and our 
viewers that you're outside the secretary of the senate's office they are bringing over from the house of 
representatives the documents attached to the two articles of impeachment voted and just a short while ago 
in the house of representatives uh james simpson-brenner one of the senior republicans said that they were 
about to do this not since 1868 has this been done and they should be arriving very very shortly we'll keep 
our eyes on that scene just outside the secretary's office in 1868 that was a highly partisan effort and the 
president was acquitted i'm just going to say before we go back to you senator i want you to listen to this um 
and that is that we're told that the senate the secretary of the senate gary cisco will receive these documents 
uh presumably containing the articles themselves and will sign uh where it's indicated that the senate has 
formally received them this is not a process that wastes much time no no it's not but you still have to have 
after the new congress comes in you 
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have after the new congress comes in you have to uh reappoint managers uh and send them over that is 
when a trial would actually begin as bernie pointed out this hasn't happened since 19 uh i mean since 1868 
but in 1868 as we know the country was almost put apart because of a highly partisan impeachment trial 
which ended in the acquittal of the president that uh rush of uh young men you saw coming through the door 
there were not members of the house those uh they're the so-called press pool this is a representative group 
of photographers and others who are going to be taking pictures and then sharing them with the rest of the 
news organizations this is one thing that we didn't see in 1868 i think is with where the media basically 
dominates the visuals of uh uh you know sort of tells the world what's going on uh which which senator i 
wonder how you feel about the fact that this trial if it takes place might well be on television what's the impact 
of that do you think uh i think it uh i i think it would be entirely different as our proceedings are now the 
interesting thing under our rules though our deliberations are supposed to be behind closed doors if we're 
going to have the um if we're going to have the trial uh on television we ought to change our rules and have 
our deliberations on television also that's a significant point i think most of us don't know when you actually 
argue the guilt or innocence of president clinton we will not that that's secret everybody's thrown out 
television cameras are off and then you come and tell us how you voted right the rules are the doors are 
locked i mean literally locked and uh and you go forward and deliberate now that's a rule we can change i 
think that there would be pressure to change that i think the american people ought to know how each one of 
the because this is partly political as well as fact gathering how each one of the 100 senators uh deliberate 
and how they how they vote because you know this is uh there's only 100 of us to represent a quarter of a 
billion people 
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quarter of a billion people that quarter of a billion people i don't know how we're representing them senator 
when will you get your first opportunity you you talked about your your past having been a former prosecutor 
when will you a member of the united states senate sitting in judgment of the two articles against the 
president when will you get a chance to go in to the room and sit down and begin to look at the documents i 
suspect we can begin to do that uh very very soon as a practical matter probably after we we come back in 
on the on the sixth but these are among the procedures that we're going to have to work out the rules 
committee and others will have to work out just how we do it before we even begin a trial because once you 
uh once the chief justice administers that old sits down trial starts uh i don't think the senate's gonna be 
doing much of anything else you you're flagging that you think that the senate is going to be paralyzed no i 
think the senate is going to be focused on that on that trial quite an extraordinary scene here henry hyde 
himself james sensenbrenner of wisconsin several other this looks to be perhaps all 13 of the managers just 
voted on by the house these are the republicans in the house who will literally manage the uh the case 
against president clinton mr secretary by direction of the house of representatives and pursuant to house 


resolution 614 i hereby deliver these articles of impeachment would you hold this thank you thank you mr 
chairman thank you as secretary on behalf of the senate i accept these into the official record of the senate 
for deliberation later on thank you and we thank you for your courtesy in coming 
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we thank you for your courtesy in coming over thank you thank you bernie clearly this is not something that's 
done with every piece of legislation no i was just thinking that uh the only difference well there are many 
differences but one of the prime differences between this picture and 130 years ago is the dress jeff 
greenfield yeah i think that's probably true i have to say i realize that we preempted elsa clench on saturday 
but i hadn't thought about the stylistic implications if i may what what's going to happen now is that the that 
the actual business of transporting these articles to the full floor of the senate takes place next year uh when 
the new senate convenes i think it's january 6 and when those are when those are brought physically into the 
senate by the house managers the next day is when the actual proceedings including the chief justice of the 
united states coming to the united states senate that's when all that begins if that's the case why all this 
today because i uh uh because procedurally you're supposed to go immediately from one house to the other 
you're saying they have to do it again uh when the new house is constant they have to come over to the 
senate this is very formal i mean it's parliamentary procedure that's barred in some sense from from uh 
britain they have to come in in january that they have to take these articles of impeachment and physically 
bring them into the body of the senate read the articles formally and that triggers the one-day notification to 
the chief justice and the commencement of the what would then be pre-trial business speaking of physical 
movement the democrats supporting the leader of their party have transported themselves from the hill to the 
white house john king it seems that they went on in the east side entered the east side of the white house on 
matt what was madison avenue formally and they're inside now the majority of them are here bernie some 
still arriving and coming through the gates they're going into the white house residents they'll meet privately 
there with the president first and then come out onto the south lawn on the other side of the white house from 
where i'm standing 
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white house from where i'm standing for a little bit of a pep rally the main point of that rally democrats 
standing by the president to show their resolve and to make the case that he should not step down that this 
was a republican partisan impeachment vendetta in the words of white house officials and that the president 
should fight on i want to give you a snapshot of what the president was doing as these historic events 
unfolded as we reported a short time ago the president was in the oval office with one of his spiritual advisors 
he was not watching when the first article of impeachment was passed by the house of representatives 
making him of course only the second president in history to be impeached but since then we've been told by 
our sources that shortly after that vote the president went into the dining room the private dining room near 
the oval office he met there with doug sosnick one of his top political advisers and john podesta the white 
house chief of staff as the three of them were in there talking they watched the votes on articles two three 
and four at one point during that discussion again while the president was watching these votes unfold 
another one of his top aides steve roshetti a former legislative aide about to become the number two the 
deputy chief of staff here walked in as well to give the president an update on the mood from the voting on 
the house floor at that point we're told the president told these are his top political aides now told them that 
he was not surprised by this vote that he was certainly disappointed but that despite his disappointment he 
was determined to press on to seek a bipartisan solution now the importance of that of course if you've been 
talking with senator leahy in the recent moments is the president trying to make the case here that this 
should not go to trial in the senate that there should be some sort of a plea bargain that trial would have to 
convene under the rules for that to take place but between now and when the senate comes back into 
session in january the white house will push aggressively try to court republican moderate senators to try to 
make the case that there should be some kind of a plea bargain will part of that aggressive push john king 
include the president very definitely trying to set a proper tone when he speaks this afternoon well the 
president walking a very delicate line here to rally public 
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delicate line here to rally public opinion to his side the white house and its allies and that's why the 
democrats from the house are here want to make the case that this has been a partisan republican witch 
hunt an attempt by the republicans to reverse the last two presidential elections that the president should be 
punished but not impeached now that the president has been impeached as he fights for survival to stay in 
office and finish his term he needs again to court enough republicans in the senate it only takes 51 to dismiss 
the trial and cut a deal it would take 67 to convict him and remove him from office but the democrats now 
with 45 senators they would need six and most think they would really need 10 or 12 to get enough 
republicans to want to come over and do this so as he bashes the republicans bashes the republicans in the 
house the president has to be very mindful that his fate now rests if he hopes to avoid a trial with republicans 
in the senate john the last time it's jeff greenfield the last time we heard from the president was uh my god it 
seems like months ago but i guess it was eight days ago when he when he expressed his profound sorrow 
and said rebuke and censor me that's fine uh does he have to shift gears drastically in what he says to us 
now and come out fighting and talk about the illegitimacy of the process is there a certain disconnection 
between those two messages i'm profoundly sorry but i'm ready to fight we are told the president will show 
his fight today in terms of casting the process is illegitimate the president wants to leave that to aids here at 
the white house to his democratic allies we're told what the president will say when he comes out of the 
white house shortly is that he's disappointed with this vote but that he thinks it is critical that he continue on 
doing his job obviously this on a day when the u.s military strikes against iraq continue the president 
preparing his state of the union address met just yesterday to prepare his new budget the president we're 
told will make the case that he thinks the american people want him to continue his work and that the best 
way to do that is to bring this process to a quick close the president we're told we'll leave it to the democrats 
here and to top white house aides to make the case and to point at the votes today in 
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case and to point at the votes today in the house that it's republicans pushing to remove this president from 
office and that the will of the american people is that he stay in office but still be punished and held 
accountable as the president meets in private in the residence of the white house we're going to take a break 
and be back with live coverage of this day's events you 


END 


